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SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

  

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB2026  

“Voucher Program for Mental Health services”  

January 29, 2019 

 

 Senator Holmberg and Committee Members.  My name is Dan Hannaher, and I am 

the Director of Community Engagement for Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota. I am here 

to support the request outlined in SB2026 to create a Voucher program that would offer young 

adults coverage for mental health-related services.  

 75 percent of all chronic mental illness will be diagnosable by the time a person is 24 

years old. Yet it is not at all uncommon for teens and young adults to go without mental health 

services, even when they start experiencing early signs of a mental health issue. Sometimes this 

is due to a person thinking they are going through “normal” ups and downs of the transition to 

young adulthood, and in other cases they simply do not have resources that would give them 

consistent access to services. 

 The voucher program outlined in SB2026 could fill that gap for many older teens and 

young adults of limited means. In addition to accessing individual and group treatment services, 

the voucher program could open the door to the delivery of peer mental health supports – young 

people helping other young people navigate the day to day challenges of living with a mental 

health issue. It could also make it possible for people to access a range of in-community supports 

that would help them maintain stable housing and employment as they seek greater mental health 

wellbeing. 

 As an affordable housing provider we understand first hand the impact that untreated 

mental health conditions can have on a person’s ability to live independently in the community. 
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In our experience, a person with a serious mental health issue will often end up engaging with 

law enforcement because of challenging behaviors that manifest themselves in their home, at 

work, or elsewhere in the community; and the root cause of these behaviors is often insufficient 

support for their mental illness. In the course of the escalation of symptoms, the person is likely 

to lose their housing, lose their employment, and even jeopardize natural support relationships – 

all of which make long term recovery much more difficult. 

  The voucher program contemplated in SB2026 could make a big difference for people 

suffering from serious mental health issues, allowing for earlier intervention that will ultimately 

prevent crises from occurring. It is yet another important piece of the puzzle that is a transformed 

behavioral health system in North Dakota. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. I 

would be happy to answer any questions you have for me. 

 

Dan Hannaher 

Director, Community Engagement 

Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota 

ND Lobbyist #230 

Email: danh@lssnd.org 

Phone: 701-271-1604 
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