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SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

  

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB2175  

“Expanding SUD Voucher Eligibility to Age 14”  

January 30, 2019 

 

 Chairman Holmberg and Committee Members.  My name is Dan Hannaher, and I am 

the Director of Community Engagement for Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota. I am here 

to support the request outlined in SB2175 to expand eligibility for the SUD Voucher program to 

include teens age 14-18.  

 We believe the experience of Imagine Thriving, which is now a part of Lutheran Social 

Services, is relevant to the bill being considered by your Committee today. Imagine Thriving is a 

nonprofit that has been working in the Fargo West Fargo Moorhead community for the last six 

years to help address mental health-related stigma and to improve access to mental health care 

for kids. Much of Imagine Thriving’s work has been done in conjunction with area schools. As 

part of its work, Imagine Thriving established an “Access to Care Fund”, which it makes 

available to students who would otherwise go without needed mental health care. To date, the 

fund has been supported by donated dollars. 

 Last year the School Wellness Facilitators in these three districts reached out to ask that 

Imagine Thriving expand its support to include addiction and substance abuse treatment gaps, in 

addition to the gap funding it already had in place for mental health services. As requests started 

to come in we saw demand for transportation to/from school for outpatient addiction treatment, 

and requests for funds to pay for diagnostic assessments and evaluations, usually after some 

incident/crisis has occurred at school related to the student’s substance abuse. While the dollars 

needed to help any individual student are not large, the inability to pay is a very real barrier for 
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each of these families. The Imagine Thriving dollars are used as a last resort but they have been 

an important resource for these students and their families. 

 While we do not profess to know exactly how the Department would implement the 

expansion described in SB2175, we can imagine that the availability of SUD vouchers for teens 

could help families in school districts across the state of North Dakota, just as the Imagine 

Thriving Access to Care Fund has done in the Fargo West Fargo districts. 

  The expanded SUD voucher eligibility contemplated in SB2175 could make a big 

difference for kids with substance abuse disorders, allowing for earlier intervention that will 

ultimately prevent crises from occurring. We believe this is another important piece in the puzzle 

that is a transformed behavioral health system in North Dakota. Thank you for the opportunity to 

speak to you today. I would be happy to answer any questions you have for me. 

 

Dan Hannaher 

Director, Community Engagement 

Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota 

ND Lobbyist #230 

Email: danh@lssnd.org 

Phone: 701-271-1604 
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