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Causes and consequences:
Internal

u Syria is a religiously and ethnically-divided society, long ruled over 
by a religious minority, called the Alawite (Arabs), which constituted 
around 10% of the population, who ruled over the other 74% Sunni 
Muslims and 10% Christians.  While most of the Sunni Muslims and 
Christians are Arab, there is about 10% that is non-Arab Kurds.

u This was also an authoritarian government, which has treated is 
population quite poorly at times, though there was a brief opening 
when Bashar al-Assad came into power following his father’s death.

u Any change of government would necessarily lead to a shift in 
ethnic power as well.
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Causes and consequences:
Internal

u The Syrian Civil War emerged from the regional dynamics of the 
Arab Spring.

u Anti-regime mobilization in Tunisia led to the overthrow of the 
government there.

u This sparked similar mobilization in Egypt, leading to similar results.

u This then spread throughout the rest of the Arab world, including 
Syria.





Causes and consequences:
Timeline

u March 2011 - July 2011 – Protests, civil uprising, and defections

u July 2011- April 2012 – Initial armed insurgency

u May 2012 - 2013 – Full scale civil war

u January 2014 - September 2014 – Rise of Islamist groups

u September 2015 – Russian intervention



Causes and consequences:
International

u While Syria descended into civil war, it very quickly became a proxy 
war for outside powers who aimed at advancing their own agenda 
and countering other powers.

u It is for this reason that…

u The war became so violent, leading to the massive refugee flows;

u The war lasted as long as it did;  and,

u The regime has largely won.













Causes and consequences:
Syrian Refugee Crisis

u Pre-War Population:  22 million

u Internally Displaced:  6 million

u Externally Displaced:  5 million





Causes and consequences:
Syrian Refugee Crisis

u In addition to the obviously heartbreaking impact on the Syrians 
themselves, we need to understand the extra-regional impact of 
the Syrian Civil War and the resulting refugee crisis.

u By December 2015, it is estimated that some 500,000 Syrian refugees 
entered Europe.

u This has contributed to the rise of populism and nationalism in 
Europe as a result of what is often called the ‘European migrant 
crisis’, which came to a head in 2015 – the impact of which is still 
being felt.





Current state of affairs 

u The Syrian government has largely won the civil war;

u ISIS has been defeated;

u There is an uneasy ceasefire in northwest Syria and western Syria, 
backed by Turkey and the U.S., respectively.





The future

u Although there is relative peace, conditions are not conducive to 
resettling refugees back in Syria.

u Therefore, the everyday people of Syria, who fled their homes, will 
likely remain refugees for the foreseeable future.

u The world, therefore, must change the dynamics on the ground or 
find alternative outcomes for the refugees.
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