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HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

  

TESTIMONY FOR HB 1507  

“Human Trafficking Prevention Training” 

January 29, 2019 

  

Chairman Koppelman and Committee Members.  My name is Dan Hannaher, and I 

am the Director of Community Engagement for Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota. I am 

here to support HB1507 as a way to increase human trafficking prevention efforts. 

We all know how important it is to be able to recognize when someone is in distress. We 

talk about this with regards to signs of suicide, signs of depression, signs of child abuse and 

neglect, and in HB1507, signs of human trafficking.  

I want to share a story with you today that I think helps illustrate the power of 

observation and intervention in interrupting the crime of human trafficking.   

The story describes an incident that took place in 1920 that involved the Cass County 

Sheriff telephoning two Lutheran pastors to ask for help. Incidentally, as was indicative of the 

era, one pastor spoke Norwegian, the other spoke German, and the Sheriff was Irish and could 

speak neither German nor Norwegian. The Sheriff had called the pastors because there were two 

young immigrant girls who had been caught up in the prostitution that took place on the Great 

Northern Railroad between Minneapolis and Winnipeg. They were caught up in what, today, we 

would call human trafficking. The two pastors went to the jail to meet the young women, who 

told them of the “white slave traffic and vice that had developed around Fargo”. One of the 

young women died soon after. As it turns out, this incident was actually an impetus for the 

creation of the House of Mercy by the Norwegian Lutheran community in the early part of the 

last century, which was a predecessor of Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota. 
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Whether 100 years ago or today, knowing what to look for and knowing who to connect 

victims to are both are important elements of human trafficking prevention and response. Today, 

recognizing the signs has become more and more difficult, which is why training like that 

proposed in SB1507 can be so effective.  Identifying characteristics of potential victims and 

developing a deeper understanding of some of the activities commonly associated with 

trafficking will help interrupt these criminal activities and could make a life changing difference 

for the victims of the crime. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. I would be happy to answer any 

questions you have for me. 

 

Dan Hannaher 

Director, Community Engagement 

Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota 

ND Lobbyist #230 

Email: danh@lssnd.org 

Phone: 701-271-1604 
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