
Gutting Instructions 

 

Gutting homes is just part of your mission here. The real mission is rebuilding hope. The good thing 

about this disaster is that it allows us to be better people by helping.  Carnage is a word that describes 

what happened here. Still some neighborhoods there are eerily quiet. Whether human lives are lost or 

not, lives were displaced and tortured. Faith is what survives! 

 

Rules 

1. Treat owners with dignity. You cannot know what they have lost. For some, possessions are 

their life no matter what they are.  Memories are attached to possessions. 

2. All glass items will be savable. Always ask what is to be thrown or saved. 

3. Save yourself. Wear masks (n-95) where there is mold and dust, gloves to stop cuts to hands, lift 

properly with your legs and be careful not to injure others. Black mold spores will make you sick 

- they grow in your moist warm lungs.  Symptoms range from a mild cough and fever to full 

blown pneumonia.  

4. Don’t be afraid to cry - it is human to feel other people’s pain. 

 

Instructions 

1. Remove all moldy drywall and nails. Remove at least 1 foot above water line. Check back of 

drywall to make sure all drywall is removed that has mold on it. Pull all nails and screws. 

2. Leave ceilings unless moldy. Leave studs unless advised by staff. 

3. Save doors and frames unless moldy or wood has separated.  

4. Always save outside doors. 

5. Leave windows in (if removed, put them back in at end of day!) 

6. Toilets and sinks need to be removed but can be saved if owner wants. 

7. Wood and vinyl flooring must be removed.  

8. Particle board or sound board under tile or vinyl floor must be removed.  

9. Tile floors on cement board or concrete can stay.  

10. Pull all nails in floor underlayment. 

11. Basement - Hot water heaters and furnaces are usually removed as well as duct work. 

12. If possible, keep AC coil connected to outside condenser as it is not damaged by water.  

Debris 

Separate into three piles 

1. Batteries, liquids, hazardous waste 

2. Metal (appliances separate) 

3. Garbage (everything else) 

 


