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SENATE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

  

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1032   

“Sliding Fee Scale”  

March 4, 2019 

 

  

Senator Lee and Committee Members.  I am Jessica Thomasson, CEO of Lutheran 

Social Services of North Dakota. On behalf of our organization, I am testifying today in support 

of HB1032. 

  Lutheran Social Services provides a variety of home and community-based services in 

support of older adults who are working to find ways to continue to live at home, even in the face 

of changing health and life circumstances. 

That people should have opportunities to live independently as they age is a widely held 

belief. However, for this belief to become a reality, we are going to need to continue to shift how 

we serve the needs of our state’s residents as they get older as this is typically when health needs 

dictate life changes. HB1032 helps accomplish that very important goal.  

What we know for certain is that people in every income category have emergent health 

issues. Without cost-effective community-based prevention and early intervention services, they 

are likely to see their health needs escalate, at which point their need for the most costly levels of 

care will become their only reality. The proposed adjustment in the sliding fee scales will help 

more older adults of modest income be able to afford the home- and community-based services 

they need. 

I wanted to share the story of one of our aging life care clients, whom we currently serve 

with grant funds, to illustrate this point.  

Joni is a retired mental health professional and realtor; a mother and a grandmother. She 

lives in a rent-assisted apartment for older adults in Fargo. Her current income is $1,344 per 
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month, which includes $974 from Social Security and $370 from alimony, but this source is 

unpredictable.  

Joni has multiple, chronic medical conditions and a limited income so, she has to 

prioritize her very costly medications, health insurance premiums and prescription insurance 

expenses. Even having access to rent-assisted housing, she constantly struggles to pay her 

monthly expenses, one of which is a 14 year-old vehicle which helps her remain independent, 

and allows her social opportunities, especially because having a vehicle facilitates visits to her 

grandchildren. Despite her income challenges, she has limited assets which are enough to 

disqualify her from Medicaid eligibility.  

Joni needs 2-4 hours per week of Homemaking Services at a cost of $201-$402 per 

month to maintain her independence.  

Based on her current income, Joni could qualify for Service Payments for the Elderly and 

Disabled (SPED). The sliding fee scale would allow her a 40% discount on the cost of Home & 

Community Based Services. This means that she would be responsible to pay for 60% of the 

cost.  To meet her current need of 2-4 hours of homemaking a week, she would be responsible to 

pay out-of-pocket approximately $120-$240 per month. While this doesn’t sound like a lot, these 

dollars would have to come from an already over-stretched budget so, she had to make the 

decision to go without.  

Over time, not having access to services means that Joni will not be able to maintain 

upkeep in her apartment or she may risk potential injury by completing the chores herself. This 

can be a trigger for further deterioration of her medical conditions, thus resulting in a need for a 

higher level of care.  
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House Bill 1032 will reduce or even eliminate Joni’s out of pocket costs for HCBS- 

homemaking services and allow her to continue to live independently in her home and 

community. 

Delivering just the right level of service to people when and where they need it, and when 

and where that service has the most opportunity to do the most good, is an optimal approach to 

service delivery. But as we all know, that can only work if people can afford to access the 

services they need.  

We would encourage your support of HB1032. By modifying the current sliding fee scale 

for SPED services via HB1032, you will be making it possible for more people to access lower-

level intensity services earlier, effectively helping older adults achieve their goal to age well in 

the home setting of their choosing, while also avoiding or reducing future costs associated with 

higher-intensity levels of care.  

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. I would be happy to answer any 

questions you have for me. 
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